“The Time Is Now: African Communities Stand for Real Climate Justice at COP30”

As global leaders prepare for the 30th Conference of the Parties (COP30) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, set for 10–21 November 2025 in Belém, Brazil, the African Coalition of Communities Responsive to Climate Change (ACCRCC) calls for the voices and priorities of grassroots communities to be placed at the center of global climate negotiations.

Across Africa, local communities continue to face the harsh realities of climate change — prolonged droughts, destructive floods, erratic rainfall, and loss of biodiversity — all of which have deepened poverty and displaced thousands leading to untold mental health-related illnesses. These communities, who have contributed the least to global emissions, bear the greatest burden.

For decades, promises of climate action and finance have rarely reached the people most affected. At COP30, ACCRCC urges African negotiators and global leaders to move beyond rhetoric and deliver real, inclusive, and accountable climate justice that reflects the lived experiences of communities on the frontlines.

Our expectations for COP30 are clear:

Direct financing for locally led climate action to strengthen community-based adaptation and resilience initiatives.

Recognition and integration of indigenous knowledge and innovation as vital tools for sustainable climate response.

Transparency and accountability in climate finance, ensuring that commitments by developed nations translate into measurable impact for vulnerable populations.

Inclusive participation, ensuring grassroots communities, women, youth, and indigenous groups are not only heard but also actively shape climate decisions.

We stand in solidarity with the global CSOs and other movements championing climate justice and equity. Together, we affirm that it is profoundly unjust for Africans to continue paying the price for a crisis they did not create. Global leaders must acknowledge this historical imbalance and act to redress it.

At COP30, ACCRCC calls for a new era of partnership — one where climate solutions are co-created with communities, resources,  flow directly to the ground, and global promises translate into local impact.
For Africa’s grassroots communities, climate justice is not a slogan; it is a matter of survival and dignity.
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